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Many British officers with whom I spoke were contemptuous of the efforts of the Greek Andartes and compared them unfavourably with those of Tito and his partisans. Having no first-hand knowledge, it is hard for me to express an opinion, but it is obvious from the inhuman reprisals of the German occupation forces that the Andartes' activities must have worried them considerably. On the other hand, Klaras and his like seemed more intent on slaughtering fellow Greeks than harrying the enemy.
" Towanbucket " was supposed to end at Patras, but somehow it did not. Commandos and another squadron of S.B.S. had been landed in the island of Kythera at about the same time, with the object of clearing and reconnoitring the islands guarding the entrance to the Piraeus, thus preparing the way for the official party from Alexandria. The affair developed into an unofficial race to be first into Athens. British officers had, of course, entered Athens surreptitiously during the occupation, but the honour of being the first real "liberators" went, I believe, to a patrol of the S.B.S. under the command of one Lieutenant Balsillie, on October 12.
We correspondents, whose numbers had been swollen by the arrival of several Americans and Kenneth Matthews, of the B.B.C., were told that we could follow up Jellicoe's Bucketeers, but could not use Army transport and would have to make our own arrangements. As the Germans had collared all usable cars, this was a stunning blow. We had formed into two parties. Kenneth Matthews, who was an old Greek hand and spoke the language, joined forces with two Americans. Another American, Shan Sedgwick, of the New York Times, was the luckiest of all. Because of his knowledge of Greek and Greece he was frequently taken ahead by Jellicoe, Patterson, and others to act as an interpreter and guide.
A laughable thing happened about transport. Matthews and I both hit, independently, on the idea of appealing to all-powerful Elas to provide us with transport. Each was separately promised a car and we all thought that Providence had solved our problems. What we failed to realise was that there was only one car, and that a pitiful wreck.—the only person whose clothing matchedvt r* v\ •» s\\ykat was the world waiting to learn? Surely that         copy "queucing up" for its turn on the radio to ]
